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NASA launches

Ladee spacecraft quickly runs into
trouble but agency says probe on track

asa’s newest robotic

explorer rocketed

into space late Fri-

day in an unprece-

dented moonshot
from Virginia that dazzled sky
watchers along the East Coast of
the US.

But the Ladee spacecraft
quickly ran mto equipment trou-
ble, and while Nasa assured
everyone early Saturday that the
lunar probe was safe and on a
perfect track for the moon, offi-
cials aclnowledged the problem
needs to be resolved in the next
two to three weels.

8 Peter Worden, director of
Nasa's Ames Research Centre in
California, which developed the
spacecraft, told reporters he's
confident everything will
be working properly inthe next
few days.

Lades's reaction wheels were
turned on to orient and stabilise
the spacecraft, which was spin-
ning too fast after it separated
from the finalrocket stage, Wor-
den =aid. But the computer au-
tomatically shut the wheels
down, apparently because of ex-
cess current. He speculated the
wheels may have been running

LONG WAY AROUND: Unlike the guick three-day Apollo flights to the
maon, Ladee will need a full month to reach Earth's closest neighb our

alittle fast.

Worden stressed there is
no rush to “get these bugs ironed
out.”

The Lades spacecraft, which
1z charged with studying the lu-
naratmosphere and dust, soared
aboard an unmanned Minotaur
rocket a little before midnight.

“Godspeed on your journey
to the moon, Ladee,” Launch
Control said. Flight controllers
applauded and exchanged high-
fives following the successful
launch. ~We are headed to the
moon!™ Nasa said in a tweet.

It was a change of venue for
Nasa, whichnormally launches

moon missions from Cape
Canaveral, Florida. But it pro-
videdarare light show along the
East Coast for those blessed with
clear skies.

Masa urged sky watchers to
share their launch pictures
through the website Flickr, and
the photos and sighting reports
quickly poured in from New
Yorlk City, Boston, Washington,
DC, Baltimore, New Jersey,
Rhode Island, eastern Pennsyl-
wvanla and Virginia, among
other places,

The Lunar Atmosphere and
Dust Environment Explorer or
Ladee, pronounced “LA-dee,” is
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taking a roundabout path to the
moon, making three huge laps
around Earth before getting close
enough to pop into lunar orbit.
Unlike the quick three-day
Apolloflights to the moon, Ladee

Scientists want to

learn the composition

of the moon's atmosphere
and how it might change
over time. Another
puzzleis whether dust
actually levitates from
the lunar surface

will need a full month to reach
Earth's closest neighbour. An
Air Force Minotaur V rocket,
built by Orbital Sciences Corp,
provided the ride from NASAs
Wallops Flight Facility

Ladee, which is the size of a
small car, is expected to reach
the moon on October 6.

Scientists want to learn the
compesition of the moomn's ever-
so-delicate aimosphere and how
it might change over time. An-
other puzzle, dating back decades,
iz whether dust actually levitates
from the lunar surface.

The $280 million moon-or-
biting mission will last =six
months and end with a suicide
plunge into the moon for
Ladee. ap

II'T-Roorkee chips in for historical park facelift

Vishal Joshi

#yishal joshiBhindustantimes.com

YAMUNANAGAR: The Indian
Institute of Technology (1I'T),
Roorkee (Uttarakhand), has
approved the design of the
Ashoka Edicts Park that will
come up in Topra Kalan village
of this district.

This means that project
leaders can now apply for
the government funds to
construct the historical park,
where replicas of Ashoka
edicts will be installed.

The faculty of the premier
institute has approved the
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design alter a comprehensive
study of the preliminary
project. Prof Satyendra Mittal
from the department of c¢ivil

S AL L r %
= The replica of Barabar Caves in Bihar will be constructed at
Ashoka Edicts Park in Yamunanagar district.
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engineering and Prof Satish
Chandra from the department
of architecture have approved
the design and they haven't

asked for much in returm,
They only seek a token fee

as they consider the efforts

of the Indian National Trust
for Art and Cultural Heritage
(INTACH) and Yamunanagau-
based social organisaiton The
Buddhist Forum “to revive a
forgotten chapter of the Indian
history”, Appreciating the
in-depth study and planning,
Mittal observed in his approv-
al note that the project was

in harmony with the ancient
traditional architecture. He,
however, cautioned the project
leaders about the inflation fac-
tor while pursuing the project

which was not funded by any
state agency.

Last year, the panchayat of
Topra Kalan, around 15 km
from Yamunanagar, donated
2-acre common land to build
the park. It was a brainchild
of TBFS Siddhartha Gauri,
who has volunteered to pro-
tect Buddhist monuments in
Haryana. He told HT that it
was little known that the icon-
ic Ashoka Pillar was originally
erected in Topra Kalan before
it was dismantled and taken to
Feroz Shah Kotla in Delhi by
then Delhi Sultan Feroz Shah
Tughlag in 14th century.
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Foreign varsities caution DU on
four-year programme at LSR meet

HT Correspondent
u htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The new four-year
undergraduate programme has
triggered debates in various
Delhi University circles. But in
a first-of-its-kind seminar, Lady
Shri Ram College discussed the
programme with two foreign
universities that have already
implemented the system.

Officials from Trinity
College, Dublin, and Hong Kong
University discussed the pros
and cons of the new system as
well as the manner in which
the transition was made in the
respective universities.

While Trinity College has
been working with the four-
year system since its inception,
Hong Kong University (HKU)
introduced the model in 2012.

“We have experienced that
students who are part of a four-

S -

= Amy Tsui, pro vice-chancellor of Hong Kong University, at Lady Shri

Ram College.

year system are more mature
and more employable after they
complete their courses,” said
Jane Ohlmeyer, vice-provost,
Global Relations, Trinity College.

Trinity College has taken
feedback from a number of
stakeholders, including employ-
ers, asking them what exactly
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theywould need from the gradu-
ate students.

Ohlmeyer, however, cautioned
against rushing into the system.

“I hope the DU vice-chan-
cellor has thought through the
implications of moving into a
new system so quickly because
this is too good an opportunity

to be missed otherwise,” she
said. She also highlighted the
unique problem that these grad-
uates will face in completing
their post-graduate studies as
there is no wider policy change
to accommodate them.

For Hong Kong University,
the experience was entirely
different from that of Delhi
University. While it also has
courses similar to the founda-
tion courses, all courses are
not compulsory for all students.

The change was brought
about as part of policy and the
varsity was informed aboutit in
2005. From there on, a number
of surveys and discussions were
carried out tounderstand which
way they had to move.

“Ttisimportant tounderstand
what the foundation courses are
setting. Basic informationisnot
foundation,” said Amy Tsui, pro
vice-chancellor, HKU.
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Approved by
IIT-D, system to

cost 43 crore

ANUP VERMA® NOIDA

In order to monitor and
manage traffic flow on
Noida-Greater Noida
Expressway, Noida Authority
has approved the Intelligent
e 0
A was
by -the Indian Insm

Pioneer ND 09/09/2013 P-2

ITS to make Noida-Greater Noida E-way safer

Traffc offcials monitoring traffc through ITS

Ranjan Dimri | Pioneer

Technology (IIT) Delhi last
month. It aims at
accidents making
Expressway safer.
announcement to this
effect was made by the
Authority this week. The

the

SPECIAL

Arun Kumar

» arunkr@hindustantimes.com

PATNA: The teaching staff of
Nalanda University, an inter-
national institute whose
chancellor is Nobel winner
Amartya Sen, will draw an
annual salary of $50,000-
55,000 (around 30 lakh, at a
fixed value of %55 to the dol-
lar). The salaries are compa-
rable to those of the Indian
School of Business, where
senior-most professors get

- project will cost an estimated
crore borne by the Noida
Authority itself.

The whole system will be

monitored from a Police
Control Room located

at Sector

14A. There will be staff to keep
an eye on vehicular movement
on the E-way to help ensure
smooth flow of traffic.

The system will be
computerised. The control

room will be later shifted to the
building of Noida Authority at
Sector 96. '

According to a senior
official of Noida Authority, the
proposed system will improve
surveillance, reverse driving,
overloading. It will cut short

_ travel time, operational costs

and incident reaction time
besides improving traffic
regulation. “A total of 96
cameras will be installed on
both sides of 24 km stretch, out
of which 48 will be Pan-Tilt-
Zoom (PTZ) while 48 will be

cameras on 1 km distance
on the entire carriageway.
Apart from this, 24 Video
Incidence Recording System
(VIRS) and 24 Automatic
Number Plate Recognition
(ANPR) cameras will also be
installed on every 2 km

Hindustan Times ND 09/09/2013 P-10

Nalanda varsity teachers to get $955,000 a year
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distance, which will help in
recording incidents and
recognising number plates of
vehicles instantly”

It will be azle to inform
road users about rerouting and
road closures. It would
comprise metrological data
system, an emergency call box,
CCTVs, moving cameras and
Automatic Number Plate
Reader cameras and variable
message signboards, he said.

Rama Raman, CEO, Noida
Authority, said, “We have
finalised the system. There
were some objections from
Central Road Research
Institute which have been kept
in mind while approving the
proposal. The move will help in
ensuring better traffic system
connecting Noida and
Greater Noida.

between 24 lakh and 36 recruitment processnext  with, it has planned to hire
lakh a year. " month. For the two proposed  around 20 people to teach
“The package of faculty schools — the school of for now. X
members is expected to be historical sciences and the After the appreciation of
$50,000-55,000 (equivalent wo schoolof envi-  the dollar the university has
to X27.5 lakh to 30 lakh on ® ronmentand  Kkept the option of declaring
a fixed dollar value of - ecology —that  the dollar price. “All South
355),” said Nalanda the univer- Asian universities do it, and
University vice- so will we. Left to the inter-
chancellor Gopa national price of the dollar, it
Sabharwal, who left could play havoc with the uni-
for the US on Sunday versity’s budget,” she said.
to discuss the modali- ||V “Iwill visit Yale University,
ties of recruitment in ) \ which will cooperate with
accordance with inter- X Nalanda University, and
national standards. the University of Illinois at
The univer- Urbana-Champaign,” she
sity is set to start the said.
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Yogendra, UGC
continue to
trade charges

Akshaya Mukul | Tas

New Delhi: The HRD minis-
try’sdecision to rermove Yoger-
dra Yadav as member of the
University Grants Commis-
s1on (UGCY has turned into a
battleof words as the noted po-
litical scientist zaid he wasnot
the first academician affiliat-
ed to a political party to be
memberof an academic body:

Humayun Kabir who later
became education ministeEr in
Jawahadal MNehru's cabinet,
was chairman of the UGC. His
torian Irfan Habib, a card carry-
ng memberof CPM, was chair-
man of the Indian Coumecil of
Historical Research and Javed
Alam, who played a crueial role
inmaking Students Federation
of India. the CPM's stadent
wing, a force in Himachal and
was also part of the state secre-
tariat, was made chairperson of
theIndian Council of Social Sci-
ence Researchduring UPA- 1

M L Sondhi, another ICSSRE
chairperson with strong politi-
cal links, was part of the Jan
Sangh and later the BJP Before
he joined PV Narasimha Rao's
cabinet as FM, even PM Man-
mohan Singh had a short stint
as UGC chairperson.

O its part, the ministry said
the decision to ask Yadav to re-
s1gn from the membership of
IGC was taken in May-June
and was not related to the com-
mission’s decision to st up -
ter-Tnwversity Centre on teach-
er education in Kakinada, the
parliamentary constituency of
HREDminister MM Pallam Raju.
The decision to have IUC was
brought before the full com-
mission only inJuly. The min-
1stry insists that i1ts decision,
even if delayed, was correct.



